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Officials from the Edwards Aquifer Authority are predicting aquifer levels to

continue dropping, eventually triggering Stage 4 drought restrictions.
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EAA hosted a press conference Wednesday to discuss the current aquifer 551 AN Thu Jul 14 WillyWeather
conditions within the San Antonio Pool which is under Stage 3 water restrictions.
Current restrictions impact groundwater permit holders in Hays, Atascosa, Bexar,
Caldwell, Comal, Guadalupe and Medina counties.

“The trend over the last few days is, as we might expect, spring flows are lower
and water levels have decreased over that time frame,” said Paul Bertetti, EAA
senior director of aquifer science research and modeling.

The J-17 index well, which is EAA's main measuring point for Edwards Aquifer

levels, was at 632.6 feet above mean sea level on Wednesday with a 10-day

average of 634.7 feet msl. J-17 lost 4.1 feet msl over the past 10 days. On
\ge, the J-17 water level is usually 660.6 feet msl at this time of year,

ording to EAA, marking the well nearly 30-feet below its average. A
Auto-seroll ¥ Ve had declining water levels for [the San Antonio Pool] across the R
yearvery little rainfall, | think we're something like 12-and-a-half inches or more

https://www.sanmarcosrecord.com/news/edwards-aquifer-authority-sees-stage-4-drought-restrictions-near-future#.Ys-CMxxHOf4 .twitter 1/4


https://www.sanmarcosrecord.com/
https://www.sanmarcosrecord.com/news/https%3a%2f%2freadalong.ai%3futm_source%3dcasscountynow.com%2cdewittcountytoday.com%2csanmarcosrecord.com%2clocalhost%26utm_campaign%3dEdwards+Aquifer+Authority+Sees+Stage+4+Drought+Restrictions+In+Near+Future
https://www.sanmarcosrecord.com/nick-castillo
https://www.sanmarcosrecord.com/managing-editor
https://twitter.com/Nick_Castillo74
mailto:ncastillo@sanmarcosrecord.com
https://www.facebook.com/sanmarcosrecord
https://twitter.com/sanmarcosrecord
https://www.instagram.com/sanmarcosrecord/
https://www.sanmarcosrecord.com/simpleads/redirect/206672
https://www.ammcollision.com/
https://www.sanmarcosrecord.com/sites/sanmarcosrecord.etypegoogle4.com/files/2022_san_marcos_daily_record_media_kit.pdf
https://www.sanmarcosrecord.com/submit-event-calendar
https://www.sanmarcosrecord.com/river-flows
https://www.sanmarcosrecord.com/sales-locations
https://www.sanmarcosrecord.com/webforms
https://archives.etypeservices.com/CDN/CopyrightPolicy.pdf
https://www.sanmarcosrecord.com/pico-login
https://pico.link/sanmarcos?short_code=g46yka76
https://www.sanmarcosrecord.com/ada-compliance
https://www.sanmarcosrecord.com/simpleads/redirect/206428
https://www.willyweather.com/tx/hays-county/san-marcos.html
https://www.sanmarcosrecord.com/
https://www.sanmarcosrecord.com/news
https://www.sanmarcosrecord.com/sports
https://www.sanmarcosrecord.com/opinions-0
https://www.sanmarcosrecord.com/features
https://www.legacy.com/us/obituaries/sanmarcosrecord/browse
https://www.sanmarcosrecord.com/calendar
https://publisher.etype.services/San%20Marcos%20Record/Classifieds/V2/San%20Marcos%20Classifieds
https://www.sanmarcosrecord.com/music-listings
https://www.sanmarcosrecord.com/contact
https://www.mercolocal.com/affiliates/hays-marketplace

7/14/22, 6:52 AM Edwards Aquifer Authority sees Stage 4 drought restrictions in near future | San Marcos Record

below normal for the San Antonio region,” Bertetti said. “We're significantly below
average. During July-August timeframe, that's when we would have the lowest
typical average water level. So, we expect them to be lower, about 10 feet during
any given year.”

EAA will enact Stage 4 water restrictions for the San Antonio Pool if the J-17
index well falls to 630 feet msl over a 10-day period. Bertetti said if current trends
continue Stage 4 restrictions could go into effect by mid to late August.

“So, it's a little bleak,” Bertetti said. “If we do have rainfall, a severe storm, that
could change on a daily basis ... Our estimates right now, it wouldn’t be surprising
for us to reach Stage 4 some time later this summer within the next few weeks,
especially if we don't have any rainfall.”

San Marcos Springs, which is among one of the largest springs in the Edwards

Aquifer, is 80 cubic feet per second below historic average. According to EAA, uet cnnnecled

monthly streamflow average in July is 185 cubic feet per second but is currently .

at 107 cfs as of July 11. Water reduction restrictions haven't, however, been e halp Tkl s eASar poAS sesn GGRNG TS |
. Either way we’ve got the solution for both — and it’s easy.

enacted for San Marcos Springs. Its called GET CONNECT

“We're still above the stage triggers in San Marcos,” Bertetti said. “Even though
San Marcos is in the San Antonio Pool, right now Hays County is in the same

stage 3 critical period management restrictions, but the flow in San Marcos is a How does itwork?
B H . . ” Scan the QR code on the advertisement. Once scanned it will take candidates
little higher relatively speaking. to GET CONNECTED, with a lst of job opportunities in the area. These listings
will link potential employees with the employer website giving a description
. B .. . . of the job —and lead them to an gpplication or hiring manager. Just click on
Amid EAA's water restrictions, the City of San Marcos is currently under Stage 2 the ad and the restis up to you. I ust tht simpe. G the employee you'te
X R . . K Vooklng for - or get the job you're looking for - now}
drought restrictions, which went into effect on April 17 after the 10-day average G IoRs Wl bE added WREIK ey, 5Scoma avallasic:

To advertise in GET CONNECTED contact Lance Winter at:

EdWardS Aquifer IeVeI fe” belOW 650 feet mSl. Iwinter@sanmarcosrecord.com
San Marcos Record
Stage 2 drought rules place limits on the use of soaker hoses, drip irrigation, and

using decorative water features.

The use of sprinklers is limited to one day per week on a designated weekday
determined by address. Irrigation using hose-end sprinklers is allowed on the
designated weekday before 10 a.m. or after 8 p.m. Irrigation with automatic
irrigation systems is allowed on the designated weekday beginning at 8 p.m. and
ending the following morning at 8 a.m.

Using soaker hoses or drip irrigation is allowed any day but must be done before
10 a.m. or after 8 p.m. Hand watering is still allowed on any day and at any time.

Click here to visit

Filling decorative water features such as fountains is prohibited in Stage 2. At-
home car washing, washing of impervious surfaces, and foundation watering is
limited to one day per week.

The full text of Stage 2 rules can be found on the City of San Marcos website at
www.sanmarcostx.gov/drought. . SIGN UP FOR OUR
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