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MEMORANDUM 

TO: Chad Furl, Kristy Kollaus 

FROM: Matt Pintar (BIO-WEST) 

DATE: October 16, 2026 

SUBJECT: Detection of a live Apple Snail in the San Marcos River 

 
Apple Snail Detection:  A live juvenile apple snail (Pomacea maculata; shell height 5.1 mm; 

Fig. 1) was found in the San Marcos River on October 14, 2026. The snail was collected during 

rapid bioassessment of macroinvertebrates for routine semiannual biomonitoring. The snail was 

found at the “I-35” site (29.8765°N, 97.9334°W) on the San Marcos River. Due the small size of 

the snail, it was not immediately recognized as an apple snail in the field, but it was later confirmed 

in the lab. The habitat at this site is predominantly gravel in a run of the stream and not necessarily 

immediately suggestive of the more typical lentic habitats the snails are found in. However, some 

floating vegetation (mostly Vallisneria) was stuck in a calm area along the stream bank; this 

vegetation was sampled and perhaps was the microhabitat where the snail occurred. 

 

 
Fig. 1. The apple snail found in the San Marcos River.  


